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By FRED J. COOK 



once free and striving to recapture his lost power , sim- 
ply vanished from the face of the earth "on July 30„| 
. 19 7 5 - Continued on Page 58 j 



Fred J. Cook is a journalist who has written extend 
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Five decades of short stones 
by Irwin Shaw 



August Heckscher on the days 
of Mayor Fiorello La Guardia 



James R. Hoff a. . _ 




Continued h torn Page 1 .q •••< 
Steven BmII, 

sters” has writfof'a book broat* 
In scope and sound in researt^L 
It captures birth the essence of 
Mr. Hoffa and theessence of the 
Teamsters; it contrasts^ bril« 
i liantly what was witb^what 
might have been — and- with 
what, given the brutal, brawling 
nature of the Teamsters,: may 
never be. r ^ V . V 

When Mr. Hoffa went _to 
prison, he expected to run the 
shop through a- , hand-picked 
stooge. The man he chose for 
this role was Frank Fitzsim*- 
mons, whom Mr. Brill pictures 
(accurately, I think, from the 
attitude around Teamster bead- i 
quarters at the time) as having 
been little more than Mr. Hof-j 
fa's errand-boy- and coffee-get-1 
ter. Mr. Fitzsimmons had been I 
known as .Mr. Hoffa's “gofer,'’ 
but once installed in Mr. Hoffa’s 
chair, the “gofer" . found he 
liked being boss So the basis': 
was laid for a classic powerr 
struggle when : Mr..? Hoffa*. 
released from prison by Presi- 
dential clemency after Team- 
ster contributions of a reported. 1 
$1 million to the Nixon slushtj 
fund, decided to challenge the) 
ledership of ? his one-time? 
“gofer.” '}* 

As Mr: Brill makes clear, tb* 
Teamsters is a. union, born-- in 
violence and wedded to violence 
in an unholy alliance that may 
never be severed. When MrJ 
Hoffa was climbing to power in 
the Depression-ridden 1930's, 
employer goon squads were at- 
tempting to crash the union. 
Muscle had to be met with mus- 
cle; and Mr. Hoffa,- not having 
enough muscle in his own infant 
union, forged his alliance with 
leaders of the Mafia. It was a 
marriage .of necessity — w but 
one, once consummated, - that 
could never be severed by an- 
nulment. ’ 

It is an alliance that continues 
today. Mr. Brill's account gives 
the story an ironic twist. The 
bosses of the underworld, whc| 
had dealt with Mr. Hoffa foij 
decades, found Mr. Fitzsinvl 
mons much more maileableJ 
Were Mr. Hoffa to return to 
power, they might still be able 
to deal with him, but he would 
be tough and would want a) | 
much bigger cut of the action. 
Cruising along with Mr. Fitz- 
simmons. as they had discov- 
ered, represented much more 
pleasant sailing. 

The result: Old allies became) 
deadly enemies. Mr. Brill cites : 
a 50-page F.B.lj &ip& £ code* 




named Hoff ex, that focuses j 
strong suspicion on the role] 
played by Anthony (Tony Prow 
Provenzano, the powerful North] 
Jersey teamster boss with] 
whom M^. Hq£fajia*tquan-e!ed 

V Versions of the nature of their 
quarrel differ; but all agree tha£ 

' it was vicious^When Mr. Hoffa 
decided to^ chajfeige Lhe provii 
sions of hl^pri^iK release barJ 
ring hin^fr^ umian^actiyity i 
a preliminary tihii projected! 

contest wth., Mir?: Flfccsf 

for the presidency^— 
urged to patch up his f< 

Tony Pro. At first, Mr. L 
fused, but finally he was 
a meeting at the. Machris~ Ri 
Fox Restaurant in a Detroit i 

Mr. Brill, qudttog' the Hofl< 
memo, establishes this se? 
quence: The supposed “meetf 
with- Mr. Provenzano was ar- 
ranged by Anthony (Tony Jack) 
Giacalone, a Detroit mob lieu, 
tenant close to Mr. Hoffa; the 
car in which-^Mr. Hoffa was 
picked up belonged to Mr? 
Giacolone's son and. wgs drives 
by Charles (Cfiufckfe) O’Brienj 
Mr... Hoffa's- foster-son; in 9 
were three of Tony Pro's 
toughs, Thomas Andretta and 
the brothers Gabriel and Salva- 
tore (Sally Bugs) Briguglio. — ^ 

“ Once lured inter U& back seat 
of the car, Mr^Hoffa was 
knocked unconscious. The Hof- 
fex ~ memo and?othei~, F.B.H 
documents report the finding of 
a blood-stained- strand of Ml 
H offa’s hair and “definite signs 
of Hoffa's blood, hair and skin in 
that car.;. .V.'r- Citing F.B.I. Iih 
formants whose word has been 
good in the past, Mr. Brill con- 
cludes that Mr. Hoffa was taken 
to a- nearby garbage-shredding 
and incinerating plant, where 
his body was cremated. 

This part of Mr. Brill's 
count has been disputed by- _ 
F.B.I. The bureau, according 
a spokesman, investigated 
discounted ' the *-*-1 
theory. However,'? 
quotes an F.B.I. memo as 
eating that the shredder - 1 
erator had been used to df . 
of the bodies of at least 10 gang^ 
land victims. He also notes thai 
this version of Mr. Hoffa's de» 
mise. had been given to the 
F.B.I. by two informants inde- 
pendently. W\ „* 

Mr. Brill’s meticulous re- 
search contrasts sharply with; 
the insubstantial theorizing in-' 



Dan E. Mo Idea’s ‘The Hoffa 
Wars.” The flaw appears in Mr? 
Moldea’s first chapter, in which, 
he attempts to tie Mr. Hoffa into 
the C.I.A/S plots to assassinate 

mi ' 



Fidel Castro. He writes:) 
“Strong evidence points to the; 
fact that the original middle- 
man between the C.I.A. and the) 
American underworld was I 
Jimmy Hoffa. . . J* What strong! 
evidence? We are not told. For 
this and other theorizing that 
Mr. Hoffa was plotting with 
mob leaders' to assass in ate-. 
President Kennedy, we have to 
rely on Mr. Moldea’s wonLthat 
“investigators say” so. 

The hard evidence unearthed 
during Senator Frank Church’Si 
investigation of our intelligence • 
agencies shows nothing of the 
kind. Mr. Church established 
that the C.I-A, approach to the 
underworld was made through | 
Robert Maheu, a former F.B.I. 
agent and one-time director of i 
Howard Hughes’s gambling em- I 
pire in Las Vegas. Mr. >iaheu J 



had been accepting assign- 
ments from the C.I.A. ever j 
since 1954. It strains logic ta i 
suggest that the C.I.A. would) 
have had to deal with Mr. Hoffa * 
when it had Mr. Maheu on a! 



$500-a-month retainer. 1 

Much of Mr. Moldea’s book is. 
“**' marred by^ the same kind of 
theorizing. We are led through 
accounts of underworld ties so 
intricate that there are chapters 
in which Mr. Hoffa's name 
hardly appears except to sug- 
gest he was Linked to all of them. 

. . ■**. . • J **. 

Mr. Brill, on the other hand^ 
hews closely to the themes that 
really matter. He spells out thet 
Central Pension Fund's shaky J 
multimillion dollar loans to Mr^ 
Hoffa’s mobster pals; be d^j 
scribes the "sweetheart cob-; 
tracts” by which Mr. Hoffa. Mr; 1 
Provenzano and others permit^ 
ted favored truckers to payi 
their drivers less than scale* 
thus cheating their own mem- 
bers for their own personal' 
profit., Yet he shows (again, F 
think, quite accurately) the re- 
gard in which most rank-and- 
file Teamsters continued to hold 
Mr. Hoffa, despite his sins. He 
had the toughness they ad- 
mired, and they remembered: 



him as the hard-nosed bar- 
gainer who had lifted them out 
of penury and brought them, 
contracts that enabled many to 
earn $500 a week or more. r 



In two colorful profiles, Mr.t 
Brill also shows that there are! 
honest and capable men among^ 
the Teamster leaders. He fo- 
cuses on Ron Carey, president 
of New York Local 804, as an 
honest, hard-working and mod-, 
estly paid leader who has re- 
fused crooked deals, defied 1 

pressure from national head- 
quarters and finally is surviving 
in a state of uneasy detente with 
the top leader^fhp. Mr. Brill’S' 
second favorite is Harold Gib-, 
bons, the -St. Louis Teamster 
boss, a Socialist who in the 1950's 
had pioneered such things as 
free health care, a food co-op to 
cut members' bills, indoor and 
outdoor recreation centers, and 




Given such events, one con- 
cludes Mr. Brill’s excellent ac- 
count of Mr. Hoffa and the 
•Teamsters with the feeling that 
little is likely to change in the fu- 
ture. -The-Ron Careys and the 
Harold Gibbonses, by their ex- 
ample, Illustrate the kind of 
union the Teamsters might be- 
come. But even they are de- 
terred by the thought: “If even. 

Jimmy Hoffa They da rei 

think no further. ■ /* J 



Mr. Gibbons had been Mr. 

Hoffa 's right-hand man, a 
power in the union, the logical 
choice to succeed Mr. Hoffa 
when the boss went to prison^ 

But Mr. Gibbons offended Mr: 

Hoffa by lowering the^flag on 
Teamster headquarters to half- 
mast the day President 
Kennedy was killed and < 
ing appropriate mourning 
the staff. When he heard. of It, 

Mr. Hoffa blew every 
and Mr. Gibbons told him to getj 
himself a new errand boy. 

The final tragedy of 
Teamsters, then, is that capable 
leaders like Ron Carey and Har-| 
old Gibbons dare venture just a 
far — and no farther. Mr. Gil 
bons would have liked to chal-f 
lenge Mr. Fitzsimmons for I 
leadership, but he he told 
friend he was afraid that he I 
might exit from the Teamsters*| jj. « 
world "horizontally” if he did: •“ 
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Mr. Hoffa's _exit in just thai 
manner ^seeimr to have 
cated that -.judgment, 
more recent events have 

demonstrated that the sha. 

of murder still hovers over the! 
Teamsters. “Sally Bugs"! 
Briguglio, the Provenzano hiti 
man who knew perhaps too 
much for his own good about 
Mr. Hoffa's disappearancce and 
the 1961 murder of a Tony Pro 
rival, Anthony (Three Fingers) 
CostelUto, was silenced in the 
final way the mob has of silenc- 
ing people. And Tony Pro him- 
self, finally brought to trial for 
that old 1961 murder, was con- 
victed this June in Kingston, 
N.Y., and sentenced to life in 
prison. j 






